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Real estate may be one of the most valuable assets you own. By donating appreciated property to Community 
Foundation Santa Cruz County, you can unlock its value for lasting community impact—while also receiving 
meaningful tax and financial benefits.

Ways to Structure a Gift of Real Estate
•	 Donor-Advised Fund – Establish a charitable fund and recommend 

grants to nonprofits over time

•	 Charitable Remainder Trust – Receive lifetime income while creating 
a future charitable gift

•	 Outright Gift – Donate property to support a scholarship or 
permanent grantmaking fund

Learn more about giving real estate. 
Before you sell a rental, vacation home, or land—
consider donating it. Learn more about giving real estate.

Hilary Bryant, Donor Services Director at

hbryant@cfscc.org or 

contact us at cfgifts@cfscc.org 

Turn Real Estate
into Community Good

A Smart, Impactful Way to Give through the Community Foundation 

Key Benefits
•	 Avoid capital gains tax on long-term 

appreciated property

•	 Convert an illiquid asset into flexible, 
meaningful philanthropy

•	 Reduce administrative burdens for heirs

•	 Donate a portion or the entire property 
interest



Example: Charitable Remainder Trust (CRT)
A rental property becomes retirement income—and turns into lasting community impact.

Bob and Michelle owned a rental property that had appreciated significantly over time. Selling it outright would 
have triggered substantial capital gains tax and reduced the funds available for both their retirement and their 
charitable goals.

Instead, they used the property to establish a charitable remainder trust. The trust was able to sell the property 
without paying capital gains tax at the time of sale, allowing the full proceeds to be invested inside the trust. Bob 
and Michelle received a partial charitable income tax deduction and began receiving a reliable income stream for life, 
replacing the rental income they once received.

When the trust ends, the remaining assets will pass to the Community Foundation to support the charitable purposes 
Bob and Michelle care about most—turning a single property into income today and community good tomorrow.

Real estate 
you can donate
• Rental homes

• Primary residences

• Land

• Vacation homes

• Commercial property

• Partial interests

• Farms

The result:
•	 Avoidance of immediate capital gains tax at time of sale
•	 A partial charitable income tax deduction
•	 Income for life or term of years 
•	 A meaningful future gift to the community
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Your appreciated property can become community good—today and forever.


